CASL’s Critical Thinking Assessment AY 12 Executive Summary
See http://www.eiu.edu/assess/wgdata.php for full report
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The Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal has been administered in senior seminars since 2002.

The WGCTA is a standardized test designed to measure the following critical thinking skills: inference, recognition of assumption,
deduction, interpretation, and evaluation of arguments. The skill that seniors were able to do with greater than 70% accuracy was to
Evaluate an Argument. Making Inferences and Interpretations were only between 50-55% accurate. (There are 7-9 items evaluated for
each skill, so these subscales must be interpreted cautiously.)

EWP —Critical Thinking
Data from the EWP readers indicate that critical thinking is a skill that still needs to be improved. Trained readers have suggested that
making arguments, development of the thesis, and analyzing others’ are weaknesses in many of the completed portfolios.

Results from the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA) (Administered every 3 years)
The direct measure employed by the VSA in 2010, the Collegiate Learning Assessment, shows only 22% of Eastern seniors
above or well above expected performance levels on tasks such as critiquing an argument, making an argument, and writing
analytically, while 24% percent of our seniors are below the expected level and 38% are well below this level. One
hundred freshmen and one hundred seniors completed the CLA.
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